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Indeed, was most affable, and he listened with great apparent interest to what I
told him as to the object of our travels. Then came the usual questions con-
cerning France, Eussia, our European organisation, and the relative power of each
country, which I answered to the best of my ability. He is quite a young man,
and looks even less than his age, for he is very short, although remarkably well
made, with hands and feet of almost feminine delicacy.

The audience lasted half an hour, but we were invited to remain longer, and
presently the prince himself conducted us through the palace, displaying his
treasures and his favourite objects with a somewhat boyish pleasure and satis-
faction. He continued thus chatting with us until we reached the court, where
our carriage awaited us: but here a chamberlain reminded him of his inadvertence,
and of the attention due to etiquette; upon which he took leave of us. Four
men then came forward, bearing on their shoulders a light chair, overlaid with
plates of chased silver and lined with damask; the prince entered it, and
was carried by the sturdy bearers up through the inclined corridors to his
apartments.

On the very next day the Maliarao returned our visit unexpectedly at the
Armondjan Baugh, partly, no doubt, as a proof of his goodwill towards us, and
largely, also, out of curiosity. This visit, as might be supposed, set the example
to the whole Court, and for the next few days we were overwhelmed by visits
from all the courtiers, from the Dewan to the Kotwal of the town.

Sheodan Sing, like all Kajpoots, is passionately fond of hunting. We
accompanied him on some very pleasant hxmting excursions to the gorges of the
Aravali Mountains, in the neighbourhood of the town, and succeeded in killing
several panthers and a very fine tiger.

On one of these occasions I had an accident, which, although not uncommon,
often causes the hunter's death. We were in a narrow defile, a few leagues from
the town, and, the beaters having signalled the approach of a panther, the hunters
had placed themselves at the entrance of the ravine, through which it would have
to pass. I was mounted that day on one of the Kao's elephants, a magnificent
animal, which had for a long time been employed in these expeditions. When
the panther, scared by the noise of the beaters, emerged from the thicket, a ball
from the prince's rifle rolled him over a few paces in front of us. I was just
taking aim to put an end to his misery, when iny elephant, trembling violently,
suddenly faced about. The shock nearly upset me, and made rny gun go off;
whereupon the elephant, panic-struck, went off through the jungle at full speed,
in spite of the mahout's efforts to stop him. These sudden panics are not un-
frequent, even among elephants which have been trained for tiger-hunting. On
such occasions, blinded by fear, they take to flight, breaking through every
obstacle, running against the trees, and often crushing the howdah and the
huntsman against some branch. The mahout's presence of mind saved me from
sharing the fate of Absolom. - Striking the animal with JU1 his strength over the
head with his iron staff, he succeeded in guiding him towards the bottom of the
valley, which was covered only with lo-w, thorny bushes; where, after going on for
a quarter of an hour, he stopped short, quite out of breath, and allowed himself
to be guided without resistance.

The festival of the Dussera was at hand. I have already had occasion to
describe it at the Court of Baroda, and will not now revert to its origin. Here,